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Subject: Your Timely and Required Response Is Now Past Due Weekly Reminder
Attachments: Agricultural Pollution in Puget Sound - April 2016 - Web.pdf; Salmon_PolicyBrief_12-13-21_2.pdf

Good morning Ms. Watson, Mr. Sandison, and Mr. Rau,

Just a friendly reminder that your responses are past due for the following issues itemized below. Kindly
review your items and reply in the near future to the entire group. We are all confident you understand the
importance of these issues and as such you will give your responses your highest priority.

1) Ms. Watson and Mr. Sandison with their explanation why tacitly allowing non point pollution in floodplains
by not eliminating application during the flooding season, such as the 500 cu yards flooded twice in the Silvana
area and manure applications on frozen ground and snow subsequently flooded through voluntary compliance is
superior to using USDA BMPs eliminating flood plain manure applications during flooding season, and states
such as Vermont whose regulations eliminate flood plain manure application (October 16th to April 14th)
shown to be without burden to agriculture. Additional and similar agricultural nonpoint pollution issues
include poor lagoon management requiring the emptying of manure lagoons during the Fall rainy season up to
the edge of drainage ditches in communication with the Stillaguamish river near Stanwood.

I am also confident Ms. Watson and Mr. Sandison will create a "balanced" working group to address this flood

plain non point agricultural issue as the Agricultural Water Quality Committee already has many other
voluntary guidance chapters planned (work completion 2025 per Mr. Rau), none of which will adequately
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address non point pollution specifically in flood plains. Perhaps Mr. Tebutt and his law office at state expense
may be consulted to help draft the agricultural nonpoint pollution flood plain proposed regulations saving time
and effort leading to rapid legislature approval and sooner improved water quality.

2) The 2015 "Nonpoint Water Quality Plan" supplied by Mr. Rau does not address or mention floodplain
nonpoint agricultural pollution, a serious failing of this document for a serious problem known for so long,
appearing to be conspicuously absent, clearly a subject of great importance in most every other state except
Washington. Perhaps as this is related to item 1 above, Ms. Watson and Mr. Sandison may address this issue
as well and their proposed solutions? The results of not addressing flood plain non point agricultural pollution
may easily be seen in the reduction of commercial shellfish closures and the Puyallup watershed continued c+
rating, both identified in the Tribal Watershed Reports shown below.

3) Mr. Rau needs to address the non inclusive nature with significant bias in favor of agriculture special
interests, under represented by the Tribes and environmental organizations composing less than 8% of the
membership in the Agricultural Water Quality Committee. This is based on his committee roster supplied on
4/22/22. In contrast, other states such as Oklahoma have equal membership by agriculture and environmentally
concerned groups, including Tribes, the roster is below to serve as comparison to Washington state.

The current composition of the Agricultural Water Quality Committee only highlights the biased nature of the
committee which will once again be reflected in the voluntary compliance document now in progress. The
Agricultural Water Quality Committee must include a balanced roster and be responsible for contracting with
Mr. Tebutts and his law office at state expense to assure all agricultural compliance and stakeholder advocacy
issues are addressed.

This deficiency of non inclusiveness, and lack of diversity in the stakeholder membership needs to be acted
upon during the next Agricultural Water Quality Committee meeting before any other actions are taken. It is
expected this process creating greater inclusivity and diversity will be overseen by a Governor's office
representative.
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has brought to our attention that regarding ERTs submissions, the WSDA administrator who

a review committee comprised of membership by state, federal, tribes and environmental groups should be
formed to review the process in which state inspectors may be held accountable for not protecting waters of the
state as required by RCW 90.64. We would all agree Ms. Watson and Mr. Sandison will be eager to resolve
important situations such as this as compliance is ultimately their responsibility. Furthermore, this may be
thought of as an unbiased appeals committee which may meet electronically at the request of agriculture or
concerned environmental groups or citizens as requested. Surely Ms. Watson and Mr. Sandison would be in
favor of such a process along with oversight of the Governor's office on development and implementation of
such a review board. Perhaps the board can be formed by members of the ECY Office of Equity &
Environmental Justice. We look forward to Ms. Watson and Mr. Sandison addressing this important oversight
issue.

These four issues listed above echo similar issues also reported by the Tribes, Western Environmental Law
Center, and the Governor's office 12/21 policy brief proposing the Loomis Bill, none of these issues are new,
yet they are perpetually ignored or given minimal priority. All of these documents are attached. The graphic in
the Governor's brief shown below highlights the problem with the current agricultural regulations shown over
many years with 71% of the salmon populations in crisis or not keeping pace. The Tribal cultural losses due to
decreased salmon populations are incalculable and can not be defined through statistics or a dollar value. How
can such values be given to a culture's practices which are lost?
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Once passenger pigeons were estimated in the billions, they are now extinct, at the present rate of decline with
the current ECY and WSDA regulations a similar fate awaits the salmon as well also once numbering in the
billions, currently salmon populations are at 5% of historic levels as documented by the Western Environmental
Law Center in their April 2016 report which is attached.

As Washington state's responsible guardians of our environment and native fishing cultures protected by treaties
by assuring sound environmental policies and practices, Ms. Watson and Mr. Sandison need to abandon their
time proven failed policies, including "voluntary compliance” as indicated by ever decreasing salmon
populations and embrace successful proven regulatory practices and models without delay.

I propose a simple and valuable challenge, let 2022 be a year of regulatory enlightenment, a turning point for
the good of the environment and all of Washington state casting off the shackles of the past failures and special
interests...moving ahead for the good of all instead of a select few whose careless actions without repercussions
from regulatory non compliance and associated nonpoint agricultural pollution they cause leading to lower
water quality, less salmon, and the the continued destruction of Tribal cultures in the Puget Sound.

The time has come to prohibit manure applications in flood plains entirely eliminating the potential for
unnecessary nonpoint agricultural pollution as recommended by the USDA BMPs and other states who have
found this practice not to burden agriculture...to take one important step towards saving the few remaining
salmon we still have.

Time is not our friend. If we are to have any chance at recovery in our lifetimes before we lose more
populations of salmon and our resident orcas, this action is needed now. If we are to expect the public sector to
lead in this issue and reduce the burden on private property landowners, this action is needed now. If we want
to leave this world a better place than when we found it, we need action now. 2020 State of Our Watersheds
Report, Nisqually River Watershed

Taking no action once issues are presented is in itself a decision. Let these decisions by Ms. Watson, Mr.
Sandison, and Mr. Rau be noted on the email servers of federal, Tribal, state, and local governments for
recorded history as reasons for the continued loss of Tribal cultures, decline of salmon populations, and other
environmental issues we face degrading our environment.

Let us all "challenge the status quo on salmon recovery” as the late Ms. Loomis would want and called for in
her own words.

Along with many of the other individuals listed in this email, awaiting the courtesy of prompt responses from
Ms. Watson, Mr. Sandison, and Mr. Rau, I am, in Stanwood,
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»# = VERMONT

Agency of Agriculiure, Food & Markeis
Ag Resource Management Division

116 Btate Street

Montpelier, VT 05620

www. VermentAgricuiture.com

Desr Floodplain Panmer,

Enclosed van will tind a packet of information that vall assist vou with understanding and complving with the State’s new
reqiremnents for agricultural flelds locsted i a foodplnin, These new requirements sre detailed inthe new Reguired
Agricultural Practices (RAPs) winch set baseline mansgement requirernents for farmos of all sizes in Vermont. Compliance for
the 2017 and 2018 eropping seasons beglos with first vnderstanding where and how the new Hoodplam RAPs apply on your
farm and seepnd, with taling proactive steps to plan fo conaply snd meet the dates cathined in the RAPs.

The Agency of Ag is here fo support you and your farm to understand the ru werst with planning efforts # requesied, and to
provide techrdeal and financial assistance directhy to your farns fo Bmpleme
roguiired fo comply with the rales. I st any thue you ave questions regavding how 8
call the Agenicy of Ag Water Quality Division divectly at: 882-828-2481

s mew nidey apply to your farm, please

The RAPs for agricudttral Hoodplain management include:

quently flooded soils

An extended winter manure spreading bau on

& field 1= in no-

1, 13 cover cropped. or is planied to hay, pastiue, obether perennialigiop.
3. For flovdplain fields that grow aneaal evops (2.8 com fov ailage, sweetsmin, sovbemns, punpking), frequently flooded
soils on thase felds nwst be plaoted 1o eover crop Ty
g Dctober P if the cover crop is broadeast on the swfacs
b Ociaber 139 if the cover Bl Indrified or othenwise incoiporied into the soil
c.  OR mamntain 30% cover on thelmurfree of the'srop fighd efter hipving (o8, weeds, post-harvest residse [ehaff])
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Salrmon harvest, commercial and recreational cateh

Agricultural Pollution
in Puget Sound:
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fmoidy Tepry, Reglonal Farm St FPlomming Spectalist {4pril 2058}

¥

Ly

Thou shall not spread manzwe within 307 of 2 ditch, mtermitient stream, or surface inlet unless ipected
of immediately incorperated. Thou shall record the date and titne of suck applicaticn.

Theu shall not spread manure within 1007 of 2 pond, iake, wetland, or perenuial stream ualess zn
adequate vegetated buffer sinip has been estabiished then thon may not spread closer than 357,

Theu shall not apply manure in fall or winter fo open grotnd on high leaching index fields without first
planting winter hardy cover crops where manure will be apphed.

Thou shall not spread manuge on saturated, fiozen, of spow covered soils valess such spreading is
absolutely neceszary. When absolutely necessary, thou shall not spread it 48 howrs of 3 predicted
rainfafl, snowmelt, or other runoff conditions.

Theu shall not spread manure within 1007 of any well — vours of your neighbor’s well, Thou shall koow
where wells border thy fields and the potential for groundwater contamination froen thy farme’s activity!
Thou shall request information on the location of thy neighbor™s Jor rentat landovwner's} wells.

2¥ i 7

Thou shall not {ocate tepaporary manure piles within 300 of 3 wel, surface water, or surface infet.
T locate thers where clean water will be excinded and access is practical even during poor
sather condibions.

Thou shall not spread manure i the f3ll or winter on fields that have 2 poteatial to Aocd.

Thou shall not exceed the seal's infiltration or water holéing capacity in any total single application of
bigusd manure. Thou shall adjust this amound o avotd ruscd¥ or loss fo subsurfare tile dratns.

Thou shall not allow fall and winter miamure applications to exceed 50% of the next crop’s nitrogen
needs.

. Thou shall not commence manure spreading withott an annsal detailed review from thy crop consuiiant,
Theu may raduce, but thou shall not excesd, the recomumended applications rates.

Salmon abundance
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Nonpoint Source Working Group — PARTICIPANTS okiaHomA

AEP

e American Farmers & Ranchers

Aazociation of Dentral OF Governments
Buregu of Land Managament

Burpay of Reclamation

City of Olkdahoms City

Gty of Tehlenuah

City of Tulss

Environmental Protection Agency Begion &

T TANT AeTviCR AQENCY "3

wrdian NMations Councit of Governments
irver-tribal Environmental Counclt

Land Legacy

Matural Resource Consereslinn Service
Wature Lonservancy

Oklaboma Assoctation of Conservation Districts

Qklahoma Cattlemen’s Assockatio:

Oklahama Dorporation Commisston

Qklahoma Dept. of Agriculture, Food & Forestry
Cilaboma Dept. of Environmestial Quality
Oklaboma Dept. of Transportation

Qidahoma Dept. of Wildiife Conservation

Hishoma Farm Hureay

Qidehorag Gaological Survey

eiiiahoms Independent Petroleum Associgtion

Okdehorna Municipat League
Okdehorne Rural Water Aszociation
Oklahoms Scenic Rivers Dormmission
Qidehorag Seoretary of the Environment
Cishomes State Unbvarsity

Oidahorna Water Resources Board
Ggage Tribe

U Heslth Sciences Center

QU Waater Center

Fawnee Tribe

Potesy Valley Improvernent Authority
Save the Hinois Rivey

Sterra Club

Tidea Municipal LtHRy Authority
University of Qklshoms

LE5, Arny Corps of Enginesrs

LL5, Figh and Wildiife Sarvice

LS. Geolugical Survey

gtate-of-our-watershads-sow-2020-final-web. pdf
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